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‘This exciting and provocative collection takes up the contemporary challenges facing intellectuals from
an historical and biographical perspective. A stimulating book sure to ignite controversy about the fraught
relation of intellectuals to their publics. — Michael Burawoy, University of California, USA

"Have “intellectuals’ disappeared, replaced by ‘experts’in an age dominated by the mass media? Does the
idea of the ‘public’ still make sense in such an age? This book provides a magisterial survey of these and
other key questions concerning the practical impact of intellectual reflection — Anthony Giddens, Former
Director of the London School of Economics and Political Science, UK

"Public intellectuals play a crucial role today, both in nearly every country of the world and at a global level.
Contributors to this book bring social science research to bear on national differences and historical changes
in the relationship of intellectuals to different publics and issues....” — Craig Calhoun, New York University,

USA

The ever changing role of an intellectual in this new age of political
uncertainty is innovatively focused on within this exciting collection
of essays. Its provocative studies and multifaceted responses promote
a vigorous debate of individual case studies and will be of particular
interest for sociologists, political theorists and historians of ideas.
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